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DoaMATISM. 


It is an old reproach against Veterinary Surgeons 
that many of them were often too dogmatic in the 
opinions they give to clients, especially in the mat- 
ter of diagnosis. To a certain extent it is still 
deserved, though not nearly so much so as it was 
twenty or thirty years ago. The last generation has 
witnessed a great improvement in this respect, 
partly as a result of the deepening and widening of 
our professional education, and perhaps even more 
from the personal influence of a few men. Patho- 


logists and clinicians—the latter probably more 
consciously than the former, have co-operated 
in effecting the change. But more than one gener- 
ation is required to bring any such alteration to 
completion ; and some of our older members, and 
even a few young ones, are still far more dogmatic 
than they ought to be. 

Professionally, this is now far more blameworthy 
than it once was. A great deal of the old-time dog- 
matism arose from honest ignorance; and in most 
cases there was much excuse for that ignorance. 
Many of us know something of the low standard of 
Veterinary education and the poverty of English 
Veterinary literature in those days ; but there are no 
such excuses now. The practitioner to-day who hab- 
itually adopts the old airs of diagnostic infallibility is 
either woefully and oe behind the times, 
or something worse. If heis abreast of profession- 
al knowledge, he consciously imposes upon his 
clients. 

Possibly there will always be a few men in the 
Medical profession as well as the Veterinary, prone 
to this fault ; but in both professions instances of it 
are gradually becoming fewer and less flagrant. On 
the whole, medical men are distinctly ahead of us 
here, chiefly because their reformation commenced 
earlier than ours. ‘Medical reserve’ was well 
established amongst doctors at a time when it was 
rare indeed in Veterinary Surgeons. We have ad- 
vanced a great deal since then; but there are still 
too many of us who shrink from openly suspending 
judgment on a case. The idea, with many, is that 
clients like dogmatism ; and it is true that not a few 
clients stilldo. But the number of clients of this 
sort is gradually lessening; for varions factors, 
among them the constant use by the profession of 
biological diagnostic agents, have taught the owners 
of this generation a deal of the limitations of 
clinical diagnosis. It is certain that many practi- 
tioners, whose opinions are most highly esteemed 
by their clients, are men who never hesitate to own 
themselves in doubt. 


FLIEs IN THE TRANSMISSION OF Swine FRVER. 


Dorset and his collaborators have investigated the 
importance of flies and other insects in the trans- 
mission of swine fever. With this object flies were 
brought into contact with the eyes of animals 
affected with swine fever; or even directly with 
ocular secretion taken from affected animals. At 
different periods these flies were triturated with 
sterile physiological solution, and the emulsion was 
injected into young, healthy pigs susceptible to the 
disease. From this experiment it resulted that the 
fly infected in this manner, contains the virus of 
the disease in its organism for at least twenty-four 
hours. 

Another series of young pigs had injections of 
emulsions of flies which from two to seven days 
before had sucked infected blood. All these pigs 
died of swine fever. 

Another series of 32 pigs were exposed to contact 
with eight flies infected by sucking the eye of an 
infected pig. Of these 32, 24 died of swine fever, 4 
contracted the disease in the subacute form, and 
the other 4 remained healthy. 

These experiments demonstrate that swine fever 
is easily transmitted by contact of the secretions of 
a diseased eye with the eye of a healthy pig. Some 
tests made with nasal secretions led to the same 
result: Swine fever was also determined by means 
flies which had sucked the eyes of diseased pigs, 
and were then placed upon the scarified ears of 
healthy ones.—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 


IMMUNISATION AGAINST RABIES. 


Remlinger, in his previous researches regarding 
the action of ether upon the rabic virus, had estab- 
lished that, if the brain of a rabbit dead of rabies is 
immersed in sulphuric ether, the superficial layers 
are inoffensive for sub-dural inoculation after 60 
hours, and the central portions after 120 hours. 

More recently, he has attempted immunisation 
experiments upon the following lines :— Rabic 
brains were kept in ether for a variable number of 
hours; and emulsions made from them were 
repeatedly subcutaneously injected into experi- 
mental rabbits. The totai dose of emulsion given 
varied from 100 to 1000 c.c. 

Immunisation was obtained in the majority of 
cases. The author found a close relationship 
between the establishment of immunity on the one 
hand, and the quantity and virulence of the emul- 
sion inoculated on the other. i 

Once established, the immunity is of a remark- 
able solidity ; and most frequently its efficacy is 
proof against all tests.—(Jowrnal de Méd. Vét. et de 
Zootechnie). W.R.C, 
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UNREGISTERED PRACTITIONERS. 


The following letter has been drafted as a reply to the 
petition of the Association of Unregistered Practitioners: 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
= 10, Red W.C.1. 


VETERINARY SuRGEONS Acr (1881) AMENDMENT 
Dear Sir,— 

In reference to the letter addressed by Mr. D. E. Wil- 
kinson to Members of the “House of Commons with 


regard to the Veterinary Surgeons Act Amendment Bill, 
I am directed to furnish you with the following state- 


-ment in reply to the allegations therein made. 


__ The letter is calculated to convey the impression that 
it is the desire of this College to interfere with Castrators 
or any other expert persons in regardjto the performance 
of operations on or the treatment of animals. The 
Council of this College have no such desire and there is 
nothing in the Bill which would give them such powers. 

The statement}that the College has on several occasions 


attempted to introduce repressive legislation with the 


object of eliminating unqualified practice is simply un- 
true. The Veterinary Surgeons Act does nothing to 
confine the performance of operations or the treatment 
of animals to Veterinary Surgeons, but simply requires 
that no one who has not = as a Veterinary Sur- 
geon by attendance at College and by passing the 
necessary examinations shall describe himself as a Vet- 
erinary Surgeon. The present Bill makes no alteration 
in the law in this respect. 

In reference to the suggestion that there is a dearth of 

ualified Veterinary Surgeons, I am to say that whatever 
shortage exists was occasioned solely by the War, and 
— are being taken to remedy this by the Ministry of 
Labour, ey ery Dept. which has already awarded 
over three hundred Maintenance and Training Grants to 
ey men who have served during the War and who 

ave now entered upon a course of study to qualify as 
Members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
It would be nothing short of an enormity that when 
these pouns men qualify they should find that the prac- 
tices for which they had been trained at public expense, 
and which would otherwise have been open to them, 
have been taken by unqualified persons who have never 
had any previous professional study. Nothing would 
tend to interfere so much with the recruiting of the 
pa in future as the introduction of a large num- 

r of persons of the standing of the so-called unqual- 
ified practitioners. 

The statement that a bye-law of the College “ inflicts 
a cruel injustice upon a large number of deserving and 
industrious men” is also quite untrue. The bye-law in 
question is one which forbids veterinary surgeons to em- 
ploy unqualified persons in their practices in such a ef 
as to lead the public to suppose that they are qualified. 
This bye-law is exactly of the same nature as the one 
passed by the General Medical Council which forbids 
what is called “covering” by medical men. It is clear 
that the of unqualified by veterin- 
ary surgeons who represent them to be qualified is not 
in the public interest, but is an advantage only to such 
veterinary surgeons ; and to forbid such a practice in no 
way hinders the right of the unqualified persons to prac- 
tise on their own account. 

In the penultimate paragraph of the letter the desire 
is expressed for the introduction of legislation making 
the medical and surgical treatment of animals for fee or 
reward by un tered persons a penal offence, provided 
the members of the Association of unregistered practi- 
tioners are first admitted to the Register. It is impor- 
tant to note that the persons who make this proposal 
are either persons who have never spent any period in 
professional study or persons who have failed after such 
study to pass the examinations necessary to obtain the 


diploma. The Council of the College, as representing 
the veterinary profession, does not desire to ask for any 
such powers. 

n view of the fact that the Bill contains nothing 
which holds the slightest menace to unqualified ‘practi- 
tioners, but will leave them just as free as they are at 
present to practise, the Council submits that the Associ- 
ation of Unregistered Practitioners have no ground for 
complaint, and that the proposals they put forward are 
not such as could be accepted in the public interest.— 


Yours faithfully, 
Frep Secretary. 


R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL, 


The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations :— 


* Abson, Major J. : £10 0 O 
Baird, Major A. 10 10 O 

* Banham, G. A. 10 0 O 
Begg, H. 
Caton, H. W. 5 5 0 
Cockburn, W. L. 3 3 0 
Elam, C. W. 2 0 0 
Elmes, E. &. 5 0 0 
Farrant, Major A. L. ae 
Foster, Major A.N. 220 
Fowle, W. 
* Garnett, F. W. 5 0 0 
Greenfield, Major H. SP 
Hall, H. 
Heelis, Capt. L. W. 
Hogben, H. P. a 
Hola Major H. J. 5 5 0 
King, W .S. 10 10 O 

* Lawson, A. 10 0 O 
Lockwood, G. 5 0 0 
M‘Fadyean, Sir .J. 10 0 0 

* McKinna, J. 10 10 0 
* Male, G. P. 15 0 0 
* Mulvey, W. J 5 0 0 
Nixon, H. 5 5 0 
Price, T. Salusbury 100 0 O 
Roberts, C. 5 0 0 

* Sewell, A. J. 1010 0 
Smith, Major-Gen. Sir F. 5 0 0 

* Trigger, R. C 10 0 0 
Wharam, 8. 50 0 
Woods, W. 10 0 0 
Young, W. Jackson 20 0 0 
£347 7 O 


* Promises. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to a the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1920. In each case the amount is 
£1 1s., except where otherwise indicated. 


Bayley, A. E., London,N.16| Jones, J. L. C., Doncaster 
Bindloss,T..B., LongSutton | Kelly, G. A., Capt. r.a.v.0. 
Cockburn, W. L., Liverpool 1919, 1920 £2 Qs, 
Conner, J., Long Sutton | Mayall, G., Bolton 
Curson, H. H., Monro, A., D.A.T.I. 
Grahamstown, 8.A.| Rice, J. 

Elmes, G., St. Albans Ministry of Agric. 
Garry, T. C. London,s.w.18 | Roberts, C., Tunbr’geWells 


Hancock, R.C.G., £18 180 
Uxbridge Amt. Mar.3 £656 17 5 
Hide, H. H., Lr. Edmonton viet 
Hodgman, I. A., Barnsley £675 15 5 
Jarvie, T. R., Mar. 10. 
Gateshead-on-Tyne 
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NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
LINCOLNSHIRE AND District Division. 


The annual meeting of the Association was held at 
the George Hotel, Grantham, on Friday February 19th. 
There were present Mr. C. W. Townsend, Long Stanton, 
President, in the chair, and Messrs. R. W. Knowles, 
Wisbech ; A. D. Lalor, Sleaford ; G. Lockwood, Peter- 
borough ; T. A. Rudkin, Grantham Sugden, 
Grantham ; D. Cooper, Saxilby ; T. Hicks, Sleaford, 
Hon. Sec. 

The minutes of the last ae held at Lincoln in 
October 1919, were taken as and signed, on the 
motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Lalor. 

Apologies for non-attendance were read from the fol- 
lowing members :—Messrs. W. W. Grasby, T. Holmes, 
F. L. Gooch, T, J. Keall, W. W. Lang, E. W. Parks, H. 
H. Truman and A. S. Leese. 

Mr. Parks resigned his membership of the Association, 
as the distance of his place of residence prevented him 
attending the em The Chairman said they would 
be very sorry to lose Mr. Parks, but they could appreci- 
ate the reason for his resignation. He proposed that 
the resignation be accepted with regret. Mr. Knowles 
seconded this and the resolution was carried. 

Several members were struck off the roll in accordance 
with the rules of the Association. 

Correspondence. A letter from the Central Veterinary 
Association (Ireland) was read, calling attention to three 
resolutions, and suggesting that all veterinary associa- 

- tions should take the matter up. 

1. “That a fee of five guineas a day be demanded for 
a whole day’s work, with travelling and hotel expenses 
where incurred, add that copies of this resolution be sent 
to the officials of the D.A.T.L., the Director General of 
Veterinary Services and the B.A.F. (England).” 

2. “That this meeting is of opinion that the Tubercu- 
losis Act should be worked on a ‘fee basis’ for the work 
actually done, instead of on a fixed salary as heretofore, 
as the salary in a great many cases was insufficient to 
pay travelling expenses ‘now, and also the other system 
would tend to more efficiency in the carrying out of the 
Act, which is valueless if not thoroughly carried out.” 

3. “That the fees ee to Insurance Companies be 
the same as those charged to ordinary clients, some of 
the companies offering very low fees, on the plea that 
otherwise it would not pay them to take on the business. 
It was pointed out that that was their) business, and 
that it should be arranged for in the premium.” 

Mr. KNoOWLEs proposed that as there were not suffici- 
ent members present to discuss the matter fully, the let- 
ter be allowed to lie on thetable. Mr. Rudkin seconded 
and the resolution was carried. 

The following telegram was read :—‘ To the Chairman 
L.V.M.A. Sorry, unable to attend. Hope fees for 
boarded-out horses will be considered, also interference 
with scope of local practitioners caused by the scheme,— 
Leese, Stamford. 

The CHAIRMAN said no doubt Mr. Leese had some 
grievance. He wished he could have been there to dis- 
cuss it. They were quite in agreement, and he pro 
that the Secretary write to Mr. Leese and ask him to 
give notice and bring the matter before them at the next 
meeting. 

Mr. KNowL&s seconded and the resolution was adopted. 

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. RuDKIN said how pleased the members were to 
‘gee their good friend and Hon. Sec. Mr. Tom Hicks out 
of the war without a wound stripe ! 


Mr. Hicks said he had had about nine years of it, and 
felt he could not do justice to the work. 


The PRESIDENT said he would like to pro Mr. ~° 


Hicks as President, if he had really made up his mind 
to resign the secretaryship. He had worked hard for 
the Association for many years, and had devoted a lot of 
time to his work. 

Mr. Hicks, however, suggested the election of Mr. 
Lalor, who was his senior both in years and in practice. 
When he had finished, he (the speaker) would be proud 
- follow him in the chair if the members thought 

t. 

Mr. Lator hesitated to take the office, but Mr. Hicks 
added that if he would, he (Mr. Hicks) woujd act as 
Secretary for one more year. 

Mr. RupkIn pn neem Mr. Lalor’s election ; he had 
been a member for many years, and a regular attendant 
at their meetings. 


Mr. Hicks seconded, and the resolution was carried . 


nem. con. 

Mr. TownsEnD said he should like to thank the mem- 
bers for the honour they had done him in allowing him 
to retain the presidency such a long time. He had al- 
ways done his best for the Association and should 
always do so. He hoped the members would accord 
Mr. Lalor their support by regular attendance. He 
thought the members might attend the meetings a little 
better ; they afforded a few opportunities of meeting 
and rubbing shoulders with each other. He formally 

roposed the re election of Mr. Hicks as Hon, Sec. and 
urer. 

Mr. Knowles seconded. (Carried). 

Mr. Rupk1n said they had to thank Mr. Hicks for 
working so hard on behalf of the Association, and for 
taking on the duty once more. 

Vice-Presidents. Mr. Grasby retired in rotation, and 
Mr. Townsend took his place. The other Vice-Presi- 
a Messrs. T. Holmes and H. H. Truman, remained 
in office. 


FINANCE. 


The Hon. Sec. and Treas. presented the balance 
sheet, which in spite of several very heavy items of ex- 
penditure, showed the sum of £51 10s. 9d. in hand at 
the present time. This was better than it had ever 
Sean Seer, and there were still several members out- 
standing. 

Mr. KWoop proposed that the balance sheet be 
adopted, and that the Hon. Treas. be thanked for the 
concise form in which he had presented the typed balance 
sheet before the 

Mr. Rudkin seconded. (Carried). 

The CHAIRMAN proposed -that, in accordance with 
rule, members four years in arrear with their subscrip- 
tion, be struck off. 

Mr. Knowles seconded. (Carried). 

Mr. Lator raised the question of purchasing more 
instruments to replace those belonging to the ) me 
tion which were obsolete. . 

The CHAIRMAN proposed and Mr. Knowles seconded 
that the matter be put on the agenda for the next meet- 
ing, and that the Hon. Sec. procure catalogues and 
prices for consideration. (Carried). 

Social. Mr. Hicks raised the question of having a 
social gathering or “ladies day” in connection with their 
next meeting. After some discussion and many sugges- 
tions, it was on the motion of the Chairman 
seconded by Mr. Lockwood, that it be printed on the 
agenda for the next meeting that ladies would be wel- 
comed at the tea following the meeting 

The CHAIRMAN mentioned that he would like to see a 


practical demonstration at one of their meetings. 
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DIsEAsEs OF THE Bovine STOMACH. 
By D. Coops, M.8.c.v.s., Saxilby. 


Mr, President and Gentlemen,—In making my firs 
remarks at a meeting of professional brethren, I do 
in fear and trembling. It is unfortunate for you and 
me that our worthy Secretary should catch me in the 
weak moment when I promised to read a paper at the 
annual meeting. I don’t propose trying to instruct you 
in the science and art of Veterinary Surgery and 
Medicine ; what I want is information. 

In the general run of a country practice one has all 
classes of animals to deal with. Some time ago an old 
lady client of mine who breeds Persian cats, telephoned 
for me, and on my arrival she said “ It is’nt the cats this 
time ; the parrot is’nt very well.” He had diarrhea! I. 
prescribed a dose of mag. sulph. which he took in drink- 
ing water; then water tinged with permanganate of. 


tass. I got credit for putting the parrot right, but. : 
| three or four died. He made several post-mortems and 


did I understand his disease? It was a random shot. 
Cases like this are like Angels’ visits, but in everyday 
life in a breeding district diseases of the bovine stomach 


are ever present, and to me there is nothing more puz- 


zling than the cow with a suppressed grunt. There are 
different qualities of grunting with cattle. We hear the 
grunt of satisfaction when an animal has been fed and 
is now cudding. Then there is the peculiar catch in the 
breath which is generally indicative of lung trouble, but 
in impaction of the rumen there is the peculiar noise 
emitted when the animal is asked to rise or to “stand 
over ” in the stall. 

In the initial stages the animal will eat, and the owner 
takes no notice of it—till food is refused. Then he ad- 
ministers the time-honoured 1 or 2lb. of salts, and waits 
another day. Then when the professional man is called 
in he finds an animal dull and listless, the nose is gener- 
ally dry, the poe quickened. On auscultation the 
usual sounds of the rumen are absent, the stomach pits 
on pressure, and rumination is stopped. The tempera- 
ture is generally normal—seldom above 103. (I don’t 
like 1034 in an animal with stcmach trouble). With 
such a picture, one could say “ impaction of the rumen,” 
and in simple uncomplicated cases, it reacts to treatment. 
(The speaker detailed his customary treatment in such a 
case). But what a different conclusion we come to if we 
happen to make a post-mortem on such an animal! It 
is generally allowed that the cause of impaction is inju- 
dicious feeding or sudden change of diet, or chills. 

Mr. Cooper digressed to say that he thought it a mis- 
take at veterinary meetings to describe for the benefit of 


‘the public, what treatment they gave, for the use of 


what were called “unqualified veterinary surgeons ”—he 
did not know what that meant. He remembered when 
he first came to England that he found himself in a 
room at his hotel with a man as bed-mate who said he 
was an “ unqualified assistant,” and that he liked to get 
hold of any of the professional papers and get informa- 


‘tion out of them. 


Some time ago I attended (for stomach trouble) a cow 
calved about a week before. The attendant when asked 
said she had cleansed all right ; she was treated for some 
days with success, and being a fat cow, we decided on 
slaughter. I found the afterbirth in the stomach. I 
— trace it through the different compartments in long 
shreds. 

Some weeks ago I attended a fat bullock. He looked 
like having stomach trouble, but his temperature was 
107, and having had anthrax on the farm, I would not 
allow slaughter—as the farmer suggested, but prescribed 
some palliative medicine. In two days time the temper- 
ature was normal, but there was still the stomach trouble, 
so I had him slaughtered. I made microscopical exam- 
ination of several smears and could not find anthrax ; 
but in the rumen I found 14 pebbles ranging in size 


from hazel nuts to walnuts, NowI wonder if the ani- 
mal had anthrax and recovered, or did those pebbles 
cause the disturbance ? 
There is a peculiar stomach trouble found in cows 
rhaps about three weeks in milk. The animal will re- 
use all good food, but will eat its bedding or wd soiled 
fodder to which it has access. You will probably have 
come across that form—depraved appetite? Perhaps 
it is due to the condition of the womb. 


Discussion. 


Mr. Lator said he had found on many occasions that 
the animals would not eat good food. 

Mr. Cooper said he had explored the womb, and found 
a very disagreeable discharge. The cow would eat 
nothing, and went off its milk. On another occasion he 
had a number of animals ill and found they had been 
fed on potatoes—it was the only thing the owner had in 
the way of roots. There were 20 or 30 in the yard and 


found degeneration of the liver—the livers were soft and 
flabby. In all, more than half were lost. They could 
only put it down to potato rene 4 

Mr. Lockwoop said in one such case reported, the 
Ls had been boiled, and had stood for a fort- 
night. 

Mr. Cooper said he had come across a case of poison- 
ing with cotton cake. He was called to see a heifer 
which was dead. The owner had fed some animals with 
green cake, but this was the only one that had taken it. 
A bull refused it. The cake was put out again and after 
it had been breathed over a bit, two more heifers ate it 
and died. The cake was sent away to be analysed, but 
the analyst could find nothing wrong with it. 

Mr. Cooper said they had a soya bean poisoning case 
when he was in College. Professor John McCall fed 
the bean meal to dogs and cows and ho and killed 
~ lot—or nearly all. The poison was hydrocyanic 
acid. 

Mr. Lockwoop said they had had rape cake poisoning 
in his district. 

The CHarRMAN said they fed a certain cake to young 
pigs and lost a lot ; older ones could stand it, but not 
the young. It contained nut meal. . 

Mr. Cooper said he should have liked to have brought 
a certain she-pig to the meeting. It had only one pas- 
sage—the vagina. One could trace into the rectum, but 
there was no external orifice. It was not noticed by the 
owner, but he should say there was an inch and a half 
of tissue to go through. He should have liked to have 
operated on it. 

For some time the discussion took the form of com- 
paring notes with to treatment and formule for 
stomach troubles in ruminant. 

Mr. KNow ks said he did not think the pebbles re- 
ferred to by Mr. Cooper caused the animal’s death. He 
had taken many foreign substances out, and unless the 
were sharp, and pierced the diaphragm, he did not thin 
they did much harm. 

Mr. Coopsr said everything was healthy in the ani- 
— except a slight adhesion of the liver to the dia- 


phragm. 

Mr. Lock woop thanked Mr. Cooper for his paper, and 
said he was particularly interested in the case of the fat 
cow which calved, and in which he found the afterbirth 
distributed. It had always beena question whether the 
eating of this was responsible for illness or not. He 
thought that in their wild state, the majority of the 
beasts must eat it. In was astonishing how frightened 
the people in the country were about it, but he was 
always dubious as to whether it was a cause of trouble. 
He thought not. He remembered going with a farmer 
to attend a case in a field, for which fomentations were 
required. They left a bucket, and some flannel as large 
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as a sack, outside. When they came for it just after 
they found a bullock eating the flannel. They tried to 
catch it but could not do so, and it actually got it down 
and was able to digest it. If it could digest that, surely 
it should be able to digest a bit of afterbirth ! 

The time having come for adjournment, it was decided 
on the motion of Mr. Rudkin, seconded by the Chair- 
man, that the discussion be resumed at the next meeting, 
at Peterboro. 

The members then adjourned to tea. 


THE TRANSVAAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


* 'The annual meeting was held at the Veterinary Re- 
search Laboratory, Onderstepoort, 28th and 29th July, 
1919. The chair was taken by the President, Mr. Cona- 
cher. 

The PREsIDENT in a short speech referred to the 
deaths of two members, Mr. Robertson of Grahamstown, 
and Mr. Marais of Volksrust. A resolution woe in 
with the relatives of the deceased was proposed by the 
Chairman and carried by the members present, all of 
whom rose to show their respect. The Secretary was 
asked to communicate with the relatives of these de- 
ceased gentlemen and convey to them the regrets of the 
Association at the loss they sustained. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Col. 
Irvine Smith, Messrs. Chalmers, Webster and Hamil- 


ton. 

The following members were present :—Mr. Conacher, 
President, in the chair. Messrs. Grey, Montgomery, 
Nicol, Hill, May, Amos, Collyer, Viljoen, De Kock, 
Johnston, Verney, Spreull, Andrews, Dunning, Tate, 
Bush, Kirkpatrick, Clemow, Elder, Robinson, Runci- 
man, McNae and Mitchell. Visitors: Messrs. Bedford 
and Green. 

Finance. A statement was read by the Treasurer in 
which it was shown that £56 3s. was standing to the 
credit of the Association at this date on current ac- 
count. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 


Owing to the fact that the voting papers had been 
sent out rather late very few members had sent in their 
nominations for office bearers for the ensuing year. It 
was therefore decided to nominate office bearers and elect 
them by ballot at the meeting. 

President, Mr. Montgomery was nominated by Mr. 
Bush, seconded by Mr. Andrews. The nomination be- 
ing unanimous he was duly elected. 

Vice-President. Mr. Grey was pro by Mr. Run- 
ciman, seconded by Mr. McNae and elected_unanimous 


"Tt was here pointed out by one of the members present 
that election of officers on these lines was contrary to 
rule. On being put to the meeting it unanimously 
to temporarily suspend the rule in order that the 
elections might be proceeded with ; 
Treasurer. Mr. Busu asked to be relieved of his 
duties as Treasurer owing to the fact that he was sta- 
tioned in a remote district. After some discussion he 
agreed to withdraw his resignation and he was proposed 
by Mr. Tate and seconded by Mr. Conacher for the office 
of Treasurer .or the ensuing year. This was carried 
unanimously. 
Hon. Secretary No nominations other than that of 
the existing Honorary Secretary (Mr. Mitchell) were re- 
ceived, he was therefore asked to h. pe accept this posi- 
tion. Mr. Mitchell in reply pointed out that it had not 
been his intention to accept this office, as he considered 
that it could be better filled by a clerical man who was 


in close touch with the President. He was of opinion 
that if such an officer was elected it would tend to the 
better working of the secretarial business of the Associ- 
ation, and in consequence records would probably be 
better kept than they could be if the Secretary was a 
professional man. He also pointed out that a consider- 
able amount of correspondence entailing time and work 
had to be attended to, and should his proposal not be 
accepted he would suggest that the Secretary appointed 
should be authori to employ clerical assistance 
which should be paid for out of the funds of the Associ- 
ation. 

After some discussion it was decided to ask Mr. Mit- 
chell to accept the position of Honorary Secretary and 
to authorise the employment of clerical assistance for 
him. The appointment of Mr. Mitchell as Honorary 
Secretary was then carried unanimously. 

Counetl. Nominations were received for eight mem- 
bers, and the following twang + were elected by bal- 
lot :—Messrs. Spreull, 
vine Smith, Messrs. Conacher, Amos and Verney. 

On completion of the elections Mr. Conacher vacated 
the chair, which was taken by Mr. Montgomery, who 
thanked the Association for the honour they had con- 
ferred on him, and expressed the hope that during his 
tenure of office he might have opportunities of advancing 
the interests of the Association. 

The following new members were then proposed and 
duly — :—Capt. Howie, Messrs. Curson, Hill, De- 
veni 

It was here pointed out by Mr. Bush that it was cus- 
awe 5 to make a small presentation to the retiring 
President. He had much eye in proposing therefore 
that this procedure should be followed in the case of Mr. 
Conacher, who had filled the office of President during 
the period 1914-1919 and in which time he had done 
ve work for the advancement of the Association 
and also for the profession in South Africa. Mr. An- 
drews in seconding the motion endorsed the 'Treasurer’s 
remarks and the proposal was carried unanimously by 
the meeting. 


HAuF-YEARLY MEETINGS, 


Mr. Busu brought forward the following proposi- 
tion (Item 5 of Agenda) :— srt 

“As under existing conditions the Association ap. 
peared to be losing touch with the private practitioners 
and as it was not the intention to allow the Association 
to develop into a purely departmental one, a half-yearly 
momnas ould be held in Johannesburg, say at Show 
time. This meeting to deal with the business of the 
Association and allow time for one or more papers to be 
submitted, if possible by private practitioners. 

Mr. Busu referred to the absence of private practi- 
tioners at the annual meetings at Onderstepoort, which 
every year became more and more of a departmental 
character. This was due to the fact that the greatest 
number of private men were practising in Johannesburg, 
and also that those in the other Provinces céuld not af- 
ford the time to leave their practice to attend our an- 
nual meeting. He suggested a meeting to be held in 
Johannesburg at which the business of the Association 
could be discussed, this meeting to be more of a general 
and practical nature those held at Onderstepoort in pre- 
vious years. At this Johannesburg meeting papers to 
be submitted if possible by the private members of the 

r. CONACHER, ing in support of this motion 
inted out -the desirability of a meeting being held 
~~ Johannesburg Show week in Johannesburg, 
and offered the use of a meeting place for the Associa- 
tion at this time. He understood that beyond doubt 
such a meeting would be a success, because so many of 
the private members from the Provinces tra to 


iljoen, Tate, Andrews, Col. Ir- | 
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Johannesburg each year to attend the Show, and it was 
in the interests of the Association to take advantage of 
such a gathering of veterinarians to hold a meeting and 
discuss papers and matters of general interest. 

The proposal was unanimously to by the mem- 
bers present and the matter was referred to the Council 
in bo er that further arrangements might be 
with. 

A Sourn ArricaNn VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


Motion by Mr. Grey (Item 9 on the Agenda) :— | 

Mr. Grey said that he considered the present time 
— for the establishment of a new Association 
which would embrace the existing Associations of the 
Union and he proposed that the “T.V.M.A. should be 
so altered that the existing Associations would beenabled 
to join. He suggested that the name should be chan 
to that of the South African Veterinary Association. 

Mr. Nicou s ted that as an addition, Provincial 
Secretaries should be appointed in conjunction with the 
main Association, who would operate in their respective 
Provinces and stimulate local interest with a view to the 
enrolment of as many of the Members of the profession, 
whether private or Government, as could be obtained. 

Mr. Busi 8 ted that amalgamation of the existin 
Provincial Societies should be aimed at, and a centr 
South African Veterinary Association should be formed 
with the existing Associations constituting its branches 
in the various Provinces. 

Mr. ANDREWS agreed with Mr. Bush and considered 
that the resuscitation of the Provincial Associations was 


still possible, and if sufficient interest could be aroused | } 


it would be preferable for these Associations to retain 
their identity as separate units. , 
_ Mr. Hitt asked whether a change of title of the exist- 
ing “T.V.M.A.” was proposed or whether merely enlarge- 
ment of its scope was aimed at. He supported Mr. Gray’s 
motion as he considered that if the name South African 
Veterinary Association was given to the new Association 
the profession would be in a better position to gain the 
support of the Government on any new measure proposed. 
r. GRAY in reply emphasised the point that at the 
resent time the Members of the ““T.M.V.A.” were drawn 
rom all the Provinces and that here we had representa- 
tives of all the old Associations which had now become 
dormant. He considered that the time was past when 
this Association could be regarded as purely a Transvaal 
one, and that the best means of increasing the scope and 
widening influence of this Association would be to change 
the name as proposed, so that all Members of existing 
Associations in Africa would feel dis to join. 

Mr. Montcomery asked whether this Meeting had the 
necessary authority to alter the name of the Association 
to that of the South African Veterinary Association and 
said that before doing so it would be better to consult 
the members of the other Associations interested. 

Mr. Gray pointed out that many Members from all 
the Provinces and belonging to cther Associations were 
then present at the Meeting. He considered that this 
pee had the necessary power to authorise the change 
of name. 

Messrs. ANDREWS and Amos spoke in support of the 
motion and said that the new Association would 
assured of practical apport from Natal. 

Mr. Amos advocated that if a Meeting were held alter- 
nately at centres in the various Provinces the appetites 
of non-members would be whetted, and sprang for 
Natal he could promise that if a meeting was held in 


Maritzburg the new Association would be able to enrol 
praetically all Natal Veterinarians as Members. 

Mr. Bus considered that as a South African Veter- 
inary Association their numbers would be very consider- 
ably augmented, and that this factor would have a very 


marked influence in connection with matters concerning 
4 Profession, for example the passing of the Veterinary 

Mr. VILJoEN, speaking in support of the motion 
pointed out the additional weight which could be brought 
to bear upon the Government in connection with the 
increases of salary for their present underpaid staff. 

Mr. MonTcoMERY suggested at this point that the 
Meeting be suspended and resolved itself into a Meeting 
of Veterinarians to discuss the position afresh. 

Mr. Gray agreed to the pro that the Ofticers of 
other Associations interested should be given an oppor- 
tunity of expressing their views before any definite 

r. CONACHER spoke in support of the old idea of 
federation of the existin Societies. 

The Meeting of the “'T.M.V.A.” was then suspended. 
The chair being vacated by Mr. Montgomery and occupied 
by Mr. Gray, who was appointed Chairman. 

It was then pugeees y Mr. Bush and seconded by 
Mr. Viljoen that a South African Veterinary Association 
be established. 

Mr. MontTGoMERY proposed that all the Members of 
osnting Associations in South Africa be notified to this 
effect. 

Mr. Busu suggested that the existing Ofticers of the 
“T.V.M.A.” should be elected to be Officers of the new 
ieee posed dment tha 

r. NicoL pro as an amendment that Provincia 
Secretaries should be appointed, so that cere 
of the new Association should be present in each of the 
-rovinces. 

Mr. ANDREWS pees that the rulesof the “T.V.M.A.” 
be made applicable to the new Association. This was 
onnperees and seconded by Mr. Montgomery. 

r. Busu, in supporting, suggested that this be carried, 
ec with power to add or alter the existing “T.M.V.A.” 
rules. 

Mr. Amos proposed that the matter should now be 
referred to the Council of the existing,T.V.M.A., and that 
this meeting authorises them to proceed with the form- 
ation of the South African Veterinary Association with 
all ible despatch. This was carried unanimously. 

r. Gray then vacated the chair which was re-occu- 
pied by the President, and the business of the 

‘T.V.M.A.” was proceeded with. 


“On THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A VETERINARY SCHOOL 
In Soutn ArFrica.” 


Mr. VERNEY was asked by the President to open the 
discussion (Item 6 of the Agenda). 

Mr. Verney questioned, at the commencement whet- 
her the country was ripe for such a college, and stated 
his opinion that the Government was not justified in 
turning out graduates in excess of the requirement of 
the country. He emphasised that the present shortage 
of Veterinarians in South Africa was only a temporary 
one ey ‘ope the War, and could easily be remedied 
by making the service more attractive in order to entice 
men to join up. 

He dwelt at length on the limited number of openings 
which the country offered to men in private practice, and 


be poretes out that only in a few of the larger towns were 


ound Veterinarians existing solely by their profession. 
He proposed an increase in the number of Government 
Scholarships in order to meet the future demands for 
Veterinarians (Prof. Viljoen “No”) and upheld the 
system of study overseas as an effectual means of widen- 
ing the ideas and broadening the outlook of Veterinarians 
for service in this Colony. He asked “What the effect 
would be on the private titioners in this country 
should a Veterinary School be established and numerous 

be turned out?” He pointed out that the rural 
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areas do not possess a single Veterinary Surgeon who is 
living entirely on his profession ; and questioned whet- 
her any of the rural areas however thickly populated 
could give a decent a. 

_A case was quoted where a populous and wealthy 
district had asked to be supplied with the services of a 
Government Veterinary Surgeon. As none at the mo- 
ment were available, they were asked to guarantee a 

to a private man whose services were then availa- 
ble. Such a ntee however was not forthcoming. 
Probably this state of affairs has been brought about by 
the attitude of the Government in supplying the services 
of a Government veterinarian where possible free of 
charge, even in cases where the disease is of a non-con- 
tagious nature. He suggested that instead of a Veteri- 
nary School we should aim at giving a post- uate 
course with a good general training in Tropical Medicine, 
and if possible with degree to be granted in this subject. 
He pointed out that a properly or ed Veterin 
School would cost £100,000. (Prof. Viljoen, “That is 
nothing”). The influence of such a veterinary school 
compared very unfavourably with a properly subsidized 
Government Scholarship Scheme, and sufficient remu- 
neration for Government veterinary officials. The ideal 
to be aimed at is to make the service so attractive that 
the best men would be recruited. One point on which 
he laid particular ay op was the absolute lack of 
clinical knowledge to — by students being edu- 
cated in this country. is would unfit graduates for 
practice as — practitioners, and the resulting grad- 
uates would have to have billets found for them in the 
Government Service. All uates may not want to 
take up research on completion of their studies, or to do 
administrative work on the field staff ; and men without 
a clinical experience, he considered, could not earn a 
living in this country outside the service. 

He considered that only one centre could be fixed in 
this country where a fair clinical experience could be 
gained by the students, and that was Johannesburg, and 
should it be decided that a veterinary school must be 
established, he would ask the authorities to bear this 
point particularly in mind He concluded by expressin 
the opinion that the Government should have refe 
the proposal to the profession before any definite steps 
—_ taken to establish a veterinary school in South 
Africa. 

Prof. V1LsoEN spoke in favour of the establishment of 
a veterinary school, but asked the meeting not to pass 
any resolution{in connection therewith, owing to the fact 
that many members who sat on the recent Commission 
appointed to enquire into this matter, and who had been 
asked by the Chairman of the Commission not to express 
their views until after the Commission’s report had heed 
published, were now present. 

Mr. H411 referred to many of the 
Verney and concluded by stating that he was not in 
favour of the establishment of a veterinary school. He 
considered that neither the interests of t n 
nor of the country would be thereby benefited. 

Mr. ConacHER referred the attention of the meeting 
to item “34” on the agenda of the Agricultural Congress 
at present sitting, and asked for a discussion thereon 
in order that the veterinary representative, Col. Irvine- 
Smith, could be advised as to the feeling of the T.V.M.A. 
in this connection. 

Mr. Gray stated that although he was a member of 
the Commission he does not consider that he is bound 
not to discuss this question as a veterinarian, while at 
the same time he realises that the discussion and re- 
commendations at the Commission must for the time 
being be considered confidential. He is in accord with 
Mr. Verney’s views and considers that the question 
should have been referred to the profession in South 
Africa for an expression of their views before being 
placed in the hands of a Government Commission. 


ints raised by Mr. 


Mr. Amos considered that a full expression of opinion 
was essential at this meeting and he advocates an open 
discussion so that the feeling of the meeting may be 
At first he was in favour of the establishment 
of a veterinary school, but since then further informa- 
tion has come to hand which has made him alter ‘his 
opinion, and he now considers that the time is not yet 
— for the establishment of a veterinary school in South 
A ca. 


ing as a private practitioner stationed in a lar 
centre (Durban), which on its animal population should 
support a number of private practioners, he realised 
that the conditions in this country were not comparable 
to those at home. Except in cases of men similarly. 
situated he considers it practically impossible for a vet- 
erinarian to earn a decent living. He referred to the 
absence of protection given by the Government to the 
veterinary profession and rg out that only in Na- 
tal was there any legislation which would prevent 
uackery in its widest degree. The Government of the 
nion, which was essentially a farmer's Government, 
had offered no help to the passing of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Bill, which had already been brought to their 
notice. This state of affairs was to him amusing when 
he read articles in the press which presumed to voice the 
opinion of the farmers, asking for more veterinarians. 
nless such a Bill was guaranteeing a certain 
amount of protection it could not be expected that any» 
scheme of educating graduates in this country would be 
a success from the point of view of private practitioners. 

He did not consider the establishmsnt of a South Afri- 
can Veterinary College—even with professional protec: 
tion, would be a practicable proposition at the present 
time, as the prospects of the graduates would not be 
bright enough to attract the best men to the profes- 
sion. 

The Chairman here was asked for a ruling as to 
on freely, and as it appeared from the general feeling o 
the meeting that rhe was in order, he allowed the dis. 
cussion to be proceeded with. 

Mr. Verney asked whether there are any private 
veterinary surgeons in this country who at the present 
time 3 upon the profession as their sole means of 
support 

r. Gray said that there were about 40 private practi- 
tioners in the Union, of whom he considered only a 
small proportion were supporting themselves by their 
practice. 

Mr. DuNNING pointed out that there were no Veteri- 
Hany Surgeons in private pega in the Free State, and 
so far as he knew there did not appear to be any demand 
for their services. He had suggested that an increase of 
pay of about £100 per year and ‘the creation of more 
vacancies for overseas scholarships would attract suf- 
ficient men to the profession, who on — would 
more than fill all the demands of the Union, both Gov- 
ernment positions and private vacancies. 

_Mr. Busn contended that £100 increase per annum 
would not compensate for the general increased cost of 
living and the previous underpaid condition of the 
service. 

Mr. VERNEY asked whether any statistics were avail- 
able to show the wastage of Veterinary Surgeons in this 
country. He was informed that this had done in 
the case of the Medical profession, which had showed | 
a wastage of approximately 80% in the last ten years. 
He suggests an analysis of men who have left the Ser- | 
vice, in order to gain gome idea to what extent this 
wastage should be taken into account. wl 

Mr. Gray pointed out that the chief was in Vet- 
erinarians in the Service had been due to resignations, 
and not to deaths. Under these circumstances the wast- 
age could not be considered a true one. 
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Mr. Montcomery ‘referred to the other important 
wastage, that of stock, and considered this the Veterina- 
rians’ duty to prevent. A supply of Veterinarians was 
essential to South Africa, and such at the moment was 
not available from overseas on account of the mertnge of 
Veterinarians there, and the fact that the position 
was not sufliciently attractive to induce the best’men to 
emigrate. He considered that a strong Veterinary Ser- 
vice composed of both Government Veterinarians and 
private practitioners was essential to the well-being of 
the country so far as its progress in stock rearing was 
concerned, and that such a body would strengthen the 
position of the profession in South Africa. is being 
the case he considered that the establishment of a Veteri- 
nary School in South Africa was an absolute essential. 

Mr Gray asked whether the proposition would be a 
profitable one, whether the openings could be filled with 
men who would be a credit to the profession. He con- 
sidered openings in private practice almost negligible. 
No district or community has yet offered to subsidize a 
Veterinary Surgeon, and one case which came to his 
notice of a populous and wealtay district which even 
refused to guarantee a living salary or support to a pri- 
vate practitioner who offered to establish himself there. 

Prof. V1LJOEN contended that it was not to be expec- 
ted that farmers would agree to pay the fee of a private 
practitioner so long as veterinary advice from Govern- 
ment veteri officials was given free of charge. Ed- 
ucation of the farmers was necessary in order to realise 
the importance of veterinary assistance for their stock, 
and if the gratuitous help of the Government was with- 
drawn they would soon find that farmers were willing 
and r to pay for veterinary services rendered. He 
referred to the number of graduates to be turned out, 
and pointed out that the — Advisory Board ot 
the University would see that the number of graduates 
was not in excess of the requirements, by advising stu- 
dents what line of study to take up. 

Mr. Buss considered that this scheme would not be 
possible unless the attitude of the Government towards 
these graduates was known, and it would not be possible 
to say, when a student entered college, what his chances 
would be of a good remunerative billet four or five years 
hence. He emphasised the importance of the proposed 
new legislation to the profession, and asked why the 
Government had not first ap roached the profession in 
order to get an expression of their opinion before the 


- establishment of a veterinary school had been proceeded 


with. 

Mr. SPREULL spoke against the proposal to establish a 
school unless the status of the profession was first raised 
and securely fixed. 

Mr. DuNNING s ted that this Association should 
send ap expression of opinion to the proper authopities 
at as wg ba date as possible. Mr. Nicol spoke in sup- 

rt of this. 
es Busu proposed that the establishment of a Veteri- 
nary Faculty in South Africa would be a national and 
scientific advantage, but before the Faculty is established 
it would be necessary for the Government to take ade- 
quate steps to protect graduates, and to undertake such 
reorganisation as will be necessary to provide for their 
em on graduation. 

rt. Amos was of the opinion that in the event of a 
veterinary school being established in South Africa the 
entry of students to qualify for this profession should 
be entirely voluntary, and they should not be influenced 
by any Advisory Board to take up the line of study 
which offered the best prospect and remuneration. He 
proposed as a further amendment the following resolu- 
tion :—“ In the light of our present knowledge the time 
is not yet ripe for the establishment of a veterinary 
school in South Africa,” 


ere. 


On the resolution and amendments being put to vote 
ee. Amos’ amendment was carried by sixteen votes tu 
our. 


VETERINARY SuRGEonN’s BILL. 


A statement of the position at present was made by 

Mr. Conacher—that a deputation had waited on the 
Minister for Agriculture prior to the last session, and 
had been informed that it might be possible for the Bill 
to be put through as a Government measure, but that in 
any case in the immediate sessions the Bill could not be 
dealt with. 
_ Mr. Gray was of the opinion that pressure should be 
exercised to have the Bill put through as a Government 
measure, and pointed out that it was in the interests of 
the country that veterinary surgeons should be afforded 
a measure of protection, and that farmers in need of 
veterinary advice will have some guarantee that the men 
ba employ should have the necessary qulifications. 

r. BusH suggested that the Bill should be put 
through as a private measure, and informed the meet- 
ing that he had interviewed Mr. Rooth, m.t.a., and that 
this gentleman was willing to act on behalf of the Associ- 
ation. He was afraid that the only results to be expect- 
ed from an attempt to have the Bill put through as a 
Government measure would be further procrastination 
and waste of valuable time. 

Mr. MonTGOMERY suggested the reappointment of a 
Committee to enquire into the position and prospects of 
the Veterinary Surgeon’s Bill, and the following gentle- 
men were nominated, and unanimously appointed :— 
Messrs. Montgomery, Gray, Bush, Smith and Viljoen. 

Mr. CoNACHER read the correspondence, and made a 
statement in connection with the legislation relating to 
Public Health which had become law sinoe our Fast 
meeting. The clauses relating to the veterinaty profes- 
sion was read. He a out that owing to an over- 
sight the question of the appointment of a veterinarian 
as a member of the Public Health Council had been 
omitted, but that owing to the constitution of this Coun- 
cil this might be still remedied. 

Mr. MonTeoMERY proposed that the Council be asked 
to consider this point at the next meeting and their re- 
commendations to be submitted to the Minister. 

Mr. Busu pointed out that the existing rules and re- 
gulations for the T.V.M.A. required considerable revi- 
sion and that a new membership roll was essential. He 
asked that the incoming Council should consider this 
at an early meeting. was to. 

The remaining resolutions of the Union Saeeeine 
Association affecting the profession were then discussed. 
These read as follows :— 


VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


(34) “That it is exceedingly desirable that steps 
shonld be taken, at the earliest eg ag , for the es- 
tablishment of a Veterinary College in South Africa, 
where diplomas, equal in value to those granted in Eur- 
opean countries may be secured, thus enabling South 
African students to avail themselves of the opportunity 
of securing such diplomas in an environment where it is 
nogee oe will render useful service to the country of 

eir birth.” 


VETERINARY DIvIsIon. 


(35) This Conference believes that it would tend 
greatly to the efficiency of the services rendered to the 
country if the Veterinary Research Department and the 
Veterinary Division were united under one capable head, 
and made directly responsible to the Hon. the Minister 
of Agriculture, 
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ADDITIONAL VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


(39) In view of the importance and value of the 
South African Live Stock Industry, Conference is of 
opinion that the service of Government Veterinary 
Officers should be available for general veterinary pur- 

to any person song to pay for such services, and 
is of opinion that this end could best be achieved by 
appointing Officers to smaller areas. Further, that Far- 
mers desiring the services of Veterinary Officers outside 
the province of the Proclaimed Disease Act, should pay 
for such services on a tariff to be determined by the 
Government. Such fees to be paid into Revenue, and to 
be used towards increasing the salaries, availability and 
efficiency of Government Veterinary Surgeons. : 

Speaking in support of Resolution 36 Mr. Grey was in 
agreement with the principle of allowing the services of 
Government Veterinary Officers to be available for other 
work than that falling under the Contagious Disease 
Animals Aet, but pointed out that it was essential that 
the fees charged for such services should be on a par 
with those charged by private practitioners for similar 
services, in order that there should no competition be- 
tween the Government and private men. He further 
considers that in an area where private practitioners are 
available, the services of a Government Veterinary Sur- 
geon for general work should not be available. 

Mr. Amos, thoroughly agreed with the views held 
on the subject by Mr. Gray. 

Mr. Busi considered that the additional private prac- 
tice would result in more work and longer hours for the 
already poorly paid Veterinary staff, and asked, if the 
Government agreed to the principle, that a strong recom- 
mendation should be put forward to the Authorities 
concerned asking for a relative increase in remuneration 
for their Government Officers. wae 

Mr. VERNEY. In Natal under the old system similar 
arrangement was in force, but the tariff imposed was 
merely a nominal one, and was not prohibitive, and that 
a great proportion of the time of Officers while under 
this arrangement was taken up attending cases of only 
importance to the owner. He advocated that emolu- 
ments at pro rata should be given to the Officer to 
compensate for the extra work involved under this pro- 
posed new system. 

Mr. Bush suggested that Col. Smith, representative 
on the Union, should be advised of the feeling of this 
meeting before the matter was brought up for discus- 
sion in the S.A.U. At the present time a sufficient staff 
was not available for carrying on work in these lines, 
but he agreed with the general principle embodied. 

_ Mr. Nicon proposed that the President and Vice- 
President interview the Minister of Agriculture to ask 
for authority to make arrangements for the field officers 
to meet at a conference once a year, expenses of trans- 
port, etc., to be borne by the Government. He 
sat mn the importance of such a conference in in- 
creasing the utility of the Government Veterinary 
Officers, and considered that it would be beneficial to 


the general run of the Division to have men meet once [ 


a year, and meet their respective chiefs, when questions 
affecting their districts should be discussed. 
This was seconded by Mr. Kirkpatrick. 

It was agreed that the President would interview the 
Minister in this connection at an early date. _ 

This concluded the business of the Association, and 
the reading of the following papers, and discussions 
thereon, was then proceeded with. ba 

(1) Mr. Verney, P.v.o., Basutoland. Sterility amongst 
equines and bovines. 

(2) Mr. Curson, M.R.c.v.8., Onderstepoort Govern- 
ment Laboratory. Rinderpest in the New Langenberg 
Province of German East Africa in 1917-1918. 

This concluded the first day’s proceedings. 


The following day was devoted to papers and general 
discussions on the subject. 

The following were communicated :— 

(1) Mr. D. T. Mitchell, m.n.c.v.s., Onderstepoort 
Government Laboratory. 

(a) Effects produced on cattle by feeding on paspalum 
lands infected with Clancips 

(6) Cattle poisoning due to Diplodia infected maize. 

(2) Mr. Robinson, Onderstepoort Government Lab- 
oratory. The more common parasitic worms in domestic 
animals in South Africa, with demonstrations. 

(3) Prof. Viljoen, .R.c.v.s., Transvaal University 
College. Notes on Lamziekte. 

(4) Mr. Andrews, m.R.c.v.s., Allerton Government 
Laboratory. Nata]. Staggers in Cattle. 


Hearty votes of thanks were pro to Mr. R. E. 
Montgomery and to Mr. D. T. Mitchell for luncheons 
provided for the members of the Association on the two 
days of the meeting. ; 

A vote of thanks was proposed to the Chairman and 
the meeting concluded. 

D. T. Mrrenett, Hon. Secretary. 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
Nortu or IRELAND Drvision. 


A general meeting was held at the City Abattoir, 
Stewart Street, Belfast, on Friday, 6th February, at 7.30 


p.m. 

The President, Mr. J. Ewing Johnstone, M.B.E., 
occupied the chair. There were present Messrs. J. J. 
Ross, J. A. Gault, A. M. Crichton, J. Kernohan, E. 
Finucane, J. M’Lean, H. M’Connell, H. Hannan, A. P. 
P. O'Connell, A. M’Lean, H. C. Kelly, W. P. 
Walsh, T. M’Guinness, B.A., and A. Monro. 

The minutes of the last general meeting and the 
meeting of the Council (20th Dec.) were read, adopted 
and signed by the President. 

Correspondence :—A letter was received from our 
Secretary, Mr. W. P. Walsh, asking to be relieved of his 
duties. ‘He was of opinion that he resided too far from 
the headquarters of the Association to be in close touch 
with the members of the Council. Owing to the bad 
train service he found it impossible to attend all 
the meetings of the Association. His resignation was 
accepted with reluctance. On the proposition of Mr. 
Kernohan, and seconded by Mr. Crichton, a vote of 
thanks was passed to Mr. Walsh for carrying out the 
duties of hon. secretary. This was carried unanimously. 

Mr. E. Littix, having been wtitten to asking to re- 
consider his resignation, has decided to remain a member 
of the Association. 

From the Central Veterinary Association (Ireland) a 
communication, relating to resolutions passed at their 
meeting, held on June 15th, was received and discussed. 

With reference to fees claimed from the Department 
of Agriculture under the Stallion Scheme, the following 
reply was sent to the Central Veterinary Association :— 


“Tt is the opinion of the members present that should 
all the members of other Veterinary Associations in 
Ireland doing similar work agree that the fee should be 
five guineas per day with travelling and hotel expenses, 
our ; Association is prepared to fall in with their 
resolution.” 


Fees under the Tuberculosis Order were also dis- 
cussed. It was decided by the members present that 
further information is necessary from {Veterinary In- 
spectors and County Councils before the Association 
could take up the matter. 


| 
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Nominations. The following gentlemen were nominated 
as members of the Association :—Mr. F. W. Hart, En- 
niskillen, proposed by Mr. Ewing Johnstone, seconded 
- Mr. Monro; Capt P. M’LaucuHuin, Ballymoney, by 

r. Gault, and Mr. Kernohan ; Mr. F. Linpsay, ag § 
boy, by Mr. Johnstone, and Mr. Kernohan; Mr. THos. A. 
F incu, Rathfriland, by Mr. Walsh, and Mr. Kelly. 


ELECTION oF OFFICERS. 


President. On the proposition of Mr. Kernohano» 
seconded by Mr. A. M. Crichton, Mr. J. Ewing John- 
stone, M.B.E. was again nominated President and passed 
unanimously. Aftera lengthened discussion the Presi- 
dent was of opinion that the Officers of the Association 
should be changed yearly. However, the members. 
pointed out the necessity that he (Mr. meee we 
continue to hold office owing to the fact that the Ministry 
of Health Bill was only in the stage of drafting. Fur- 
thermore, that a great deal more work had yet to be 
accomplished. Mr. Johnstone therefore agreed to hold 
office for another year. 

Vice-Presidents. Messrs. J. M’Lean and W. P. 
WALSH were proposed by Mr. M’Connell and seconded 
by Mr. Ross. 

Treasurer. Mr. H. M’ConneELL agreed, after a little 
persuasion to take office again as Treasurer on the pro- 
position of Mr. Johnstone, seconded by Mr. M’Lean. 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. ALEX Monro, F.R.C.V.S. WAS 
proposed by Mr. Johnstone, and seconded by Mr. Walsh. 

Council. The following were elected :—Measrs. J. J. 
Ross, A. M. Crichton, J. A. Gault, I. M’Cauley, W. 
Smith, and F. Emery. 

Treasurer's Report. The Treasurer’s statement was 
submitted and approved. 

Ministry of Health Bull. The President informed 
the members present that he believed the Draft Report 
of the Consultative Committee of the Bil] would soon 
be submitted to the Chief Secretary, and would be placed 
before the public for criticism at an early date. 

On the proposition of Mr. Kernohan, and seconded by 
Mr. Crichton, a very hearty vote of thanks was passed 
to the President and carried unanimously. 

_ Bacteriological Demonstration. The members then 
adjourned to the Central Tuberculosis Institute, Belfast. 
A most interesting and instructive demonstration was 
iven by Dr. Trimble, Chief Tuberculosis Officer of the 
a Borough. The method of finding tubercle 
bacilli in milk having been demonstrated in detail to 
ud “aa the President suitably thanked Dr. 
rimble. 
_ There being no further business to transact, this most 
successful meeting came to a close. 
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TREATMENT or SPECIFIC OPHTHALMIA. 
 %o the Editor of The Veterinary Record 


Sir,—In your issue of March 6th I notice a paper by 
Mr. Torrance, .R.c.v.8, on Specific Ophthalmia-~ 
hich is sometimes referred to on the continent as Irido- 
Jyclitis—and in it a number of unsuccessful drugs in the 
way of treatment are given. One that is not mentioned 
is 606, or Salvarsan. : 

I tried this organic compound of arsenic on two cases 
‘which apparently made complete recoveries, and the con- 
dition did not recur while the animals were under my 
observation, which, in one case, was over a year. 

The dose given was seven times the full human dose, 
and in warm solution was injected intra muscularly. 

.« I should have pe this agent a more extended trial, 
bui in the-field the difficulty of dispensing it could not 
jbeevercome.. 

It was only while I was near a Casualty Clearing 
Station that was able to get Salvarsan properly dis- 


pensed, and this accounts for the fact that it was tried on 
two cases only. 

I think that this treatment is well worth further trial, 
and it is the only remedy I should rely upon if a valuable 
horse of my own became affected.— Yours faithfully, 


R.A.V.C. 


RETENTION OF RANK ON DEMOBILIZATION 


Sir,— 

London Gazette—Nov. 14, Ryl. Army Veteri Corps. 
“The following temp. hon. Lts. relinquish their 

on completion of Service . . . H. A. Crowe, 0.8.8. 

(May 1st) and is granted the rank of Major.” 


The above extract from the London Gazette has pro- 
bably been read and commented on by the majority of 
Temporary Veterinary Officers who served in France and 
will certainly give rise to many heartburnings. In the 
first place, the appointment of this officer to the R.A.V.C. 
was casting a slur on the capabilities of the Regular, the 
Special Reserve, Territorial, and Temporary Officers, but 
to give him the O.B.E., promote him to Major and allow 
him to retain the rank on demobilization is resented 
keenly by those who held acting Majorities for long per- 
iods and were reverted on relinquishing their commands, 
and who are egotistical enough to consider they might 
have been allowed to retain their rank on demobilization. 
It is not a nice feeling that prompts a D.V.S. to de- 
liberately slight his own profession and choose an Ac- 
countant from a London firm, but it is on a par with 
some of the wonderful bestowal of favors in the form of 
rewards, honors, and decorations that earned for the 
R.A.V.C. in France the soubriquet of the “D.S.O. Corps.” 
Another “regrettable incident” was the appointment of 
the Secretary of the R.S.P.C.A. to a staff Captaincy in 
the R.A.V.C. the bestowal of yet another O.B.E. on him, 
and, although he ceased to ty pam in France in 1916, 
allowing him to appear in his London office as late as 
re rig in the uniform of a Staff Captain of the 
Does the D.V.S. France real'y mean that amongst his 
own and other officers he could not find one man with suf- 
ficient brains to carry out and reap the reward of the 
“onerous” duties relegated to these Officers ! 

What about some of the Officers who really did a job 
of work out there, and because they were conscientious 
workers were found a job of work by the D.V.S.— How 
did they fare when they stuck to their ga They were 
the recipients of that priceless farewell epistle from the 
D.V.S. in which he told them he could give them nothin 
but that he hoped they would retain their badges an 
buttons as a memento of their service. 

Officers who served'4 and 5 years on Active Service 
(not on the “ bome front”) and attained acting majorities 
now find themselves on demobilization “permitted” to 
retain the rank of a junior who only served 12 months 
and not necessarily saw active service at all. 

One understands in the case of the Regular Officer that 
reversion from acting rank was in most cases necessary, 
but, in the case of the Temporary Officer, the retention 
of acting rank on demobilization would have been a 
compliment which some of us would have appreciated 
and, not unreasonably I think, expected. 

Under the circumstances it enero if some Tem- 
KZ Officers entertain somewhat mixed feelings for a 

D.V.S. a member of our own profession, who, when there 
was real work to be done had no hesitation in making 
use of the Temporary Officers he thought could do it ; 
but when ition of service was reckoned with, pre- 
ferred to fall back on Accountants and Secretaries of 
Philanthrophic Institutions, rather than grudgingly 
admit the capabilities of his own profession who were not 


in the Regular Service. 
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Tempo: Officers will, I hope, not forget this and 
a few ther vecidents when the tee Council 
comes on.—Yours faithfully, 

“Onze oF THEM.” 


PROFESSIONAL FEES. 


Sir,—Will you be good enough to grant me the oppor- 
tunity of replying to Mr. Spencer’s welcome criticisms 
which appeared in a recent issue. 

Strange as it may seem, the scale of fees which, with 
all its imperfections and anomalies, was adopted by the 
West of Scotland V.M.A., was not, as Mr. Spencer too 
readily assumes, the result of “ spasmodic effort,” but in 
reality the outcome of almost endless discussion by men 
painfully conscious of the very unsatisfactory—not to 
say deplorable “present and prospective situations.” 
No one, I imagine, who has the interests of his profes- 
sion at heart can regard its present position without 
— What then, is the remedy—if remedy there 

It is the opinion of the Committee that in the one 
word, Unity, lies our best, if it is not our only hope o 
securing that recognition which is our right. So unity 
became the real objective of those who were working 
together for the improvement of professional fees. 

n discussing the fees question, we soon found that 
the adoption of a minimum scale adequate to the needs 
of the times was impossible of attainment at present. 
Various causes combined to defeat this part of our pur- 
pose, but the chief, as it was the most surprising factor, 
was the opposition offered by men holding high and 
honourable positions in the profession, and men with 
great prestige as practitioners. We had therefore to 
agree to a compromise or abandon the attempt—which 
meant defeat of our main object—‘“ Unity.” The spirit 
of compromise prevailed, and the wisdom of our decision 
has been abundantly confirmed by subsequent events. 
The association waxes in strength from day to day—we 
had an addition of twelve new members at our last 
meeting—our members are enthusiastic, and there is a 
spirit o pero abroad which it is good to see. 

We should never forget, too, that the scale is a mini- 
mum one ; that it is not like “The laws of the Medes} 
and the Persians,” and that with “ Unity” all things 
may in time be added unto us. 

Mr. Spencer apparently holds the view that a nt 
Society, operating on the principle .“ All for each and 
each for all,” would have produced a perfect schcme. 
One wonders how a parent Society, especially in the 

resent state of affairs, could make a »etter job of it. 
Would such an authority evolve a scheme and then foist 
it on the profession, giving them no choice but to take it 
or leave it? 

Perhaps I misinterpret Mr. Spencer’s meaning, and if 
so, and he has a plan, I hope he will unfold it. It 
seems to me that the difficulties which a central author- 
ity so acting would enceunter would be insuperable. 
What scale, for instance, would satisfy those men in 
the Eastern Counties of England who go long distances 
for 1/6, and at the same time be acceptable to our 
friends in Ireland who refuse to cross the threshold of 
their own door under a guinea? Another difficulty is 
that we have no such authority at present. The nearest 
is, of course, The National, but it does not 
obtain the allegiance of even a bare majority of the pro- 
fession. It has been computed The National can onl 
speak for a third or fourth of our members. but wi 
a change in its policy—I am advised that it is now 
particularly keen on advancing the material interests 
of the profession—there is every reason to expect that 
it will soon become enormously strengthened, and con- 
sequently a great power for good in the interests of 


the profession. But if we would build up a strong 


rofession we must first become united. We must 
uild from the base upwards—-and the base is in the 
constituencies. 

There is an idea in the minds of some of our mem- 
bers that a conference of those Associations affiliated 
and non-affiliated (there are, I believe, some half-dozen 
or more of the latter which have sprung up during the 
war) which are interested in the fees question, should 
be held at an early date. The time is not Sage 
_— ripe, but it seems to be fast approaching. In 

rst instance the conference might be confined to 
Scotch Associations, but not necessarily. The objects 
of the meeting would be to endeavour to co-ordinate 
the actions of the various Societies, and to induce 
non-affiliated Societies to become affiliated to The 
National. 

To revert fora moment to Mr. Spencer's criticism of 
our prices ; may I point out that they are not quite so 
bad as he makes out. In the “ Everted Uterus” case 
he makes a mistake of 16/6d. Such a case would be 
charged £1 1s. plus visit and mileage—it is only in very 
simple cases that we charge 10/6d. So that instead of 


f| £1 0s. 6d. the charge would be £1 16s. 6d. Not ideal, 


but “no bad,” as we say here. In dealing with castra- 
tion, I wonder why he chose a three year old. Suppose 
in place of a three year old we put six yearlings? The 
charge in Scotland would be £7 and in England £4. L 
very much prefer our waylin castration. There is, I 
believe, a complete answer to his criticism on our charge 
for inoculation with anti-abortin. With reference to the 
tuberculin test, personally I cannot defend it, indeed I 
deplore it, for the simple reason that it may react ad- 
versely on others. The North of Ireland has much in 
common with the West of Scotland, so that it is easy to 
imagine how adversely our charges may affect prices 
there. One prominent practitioner there charges, or 
did charge—his price may have gone up like everything 
~~: a 1s. per head for herds up to forty in num- 
r 


There may be others of your readers besides Mr. 
Spencer, who think we have made a muddle of it. To 
them I would simply say that the difficulties in produc- 
ing even such an imperfect scheme we have found to be 
very real. We have succeeded, and are perfectly satis- 
fied. It is, however, very largely due to Principal Gai- 

r’s ungrudging and never tiring efforts to promote 
cootinr and unity among the members that we have 
succeeded. 


Although Chairman of the Fees Committee of the 
W.S.V.M.A., the above has heen written entirely “ off 
my own bat,” and therefore I am alone responsible.— 
Yours faithfully, 


Glasgow. ‘ 
(The foregoing has been unavoidably held over). 


Davip Imrie. 


CONCERNING PARTNERSHIP. . 


"Dear Sir,—I have been dwelling lately on a* certain 
aspect of the Veterinary profession as apart from the 
Medical, which is, { think, worthy of the attention of 


find Doctor starti 
arely or ever do you find a young r starti 
The neral method ‘of 


practice on his own account. 7 
procedure is that the young medical plunges a thousand 
or two into an old established concern, and almost at 
once has a dignified footing. How often does that hap- 
pen in the Veterinary? Not once ina“blue moon”. A 
young V.S. often starts in a town where there is an old 
established practice, built up very likely through sheer 
strenous hard work or, on the other hand, buys the re- 
mains of some derelict. Naturally the old established is 
anxious to keep his practice together—a practice in 
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which he has spent the best years of his life—and if the 
néw beginner is to get on, he must have some of it. In 
consequence a feeling of mistrust arises betwixt the old 
and the:young which, to say the least of it, lowers the 
whole dignity of the profession. 
«If the young beginner were to put some hundreds in a 
od:going concern he could go forward with a much 
front, whilst both the young and the old would 
mutoally benefit—socially and professionally. But in 
these times, unfortunately, young men want to be old 
in a breath.— Yours etc. 
- M.R.C.VS. 


WAR HONOURS. 
Buckingham Palace, March 5. 
. The: King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock this morning, when His Majesty 
conferred decorations as follows :— 


Henry Tabuteau-Herrick 

amcnuegicc War Office, March 8. 


- ‘The following were among the Decorations and medals 
awarded by the Allied Powers at various dates to the 
British Forces for distinguished services rendered during 


the course of the campaign. The King has given unre- 
stricted permission in all cases to wear the decora- 


tions +. 
he I Conferred by the King of Italy. 
©'OrpeER or St. Maurice and St Lazarus, 
; A (Cavalier). 


Temp. Maj. F. T. G. Hobday, o.M.a., 


., ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Reavtar Forors. Rovat Army Vererinary Corps 
Orrior, Mar. 4. 


Maj.W. C Lowe, F.R.C.V.S., relinquishes the actg. rank 
- of (Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 


The following Temp. Capts relinquish their commas. on 
com letion of service, a retain the rank of Capt. :— 
Ay x . Metealfe, G. Barry (Feb. 12); D. Campbell, 
0.B.E. (Feb. 14). . 


Mar. 9. 


j. R. C. Matthews, D.8.0., retires on ret. pay (Feb. 26) 

MN touted for the notification in Gazette Feb. 24). 

The following relinquish the actg. rank of Maj. :—Temp. 
Capt. R.W. Simpson, M.c., (since relinquished commn._), 
on ceasing to hold a Spec. Appt. (May 24, 1919) (sub- 
stituted for notification in Gazette Feb. 13); Capt. S. 
W. Marriott, 0.8.£., (Feb. 20, 1919). 


SpecraL Reserve oF OFFICERS. 


Maj. A. E. Clarke (late actg. Lt.-Col.) to be Lt.-Col. 
(Oct. 15, 1919). 
Mar. 10. 


Capt. G. H. Bennet resigns his commn. (March 11). 
GENERAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 


G. H. Bennet, late Capt. R.a,v.c., to be Capt. (Mar. 11, 


sen. Nov. 18, 1917). 
TERRITORIAL Force. Mar. 10. 


Maj. G. M. Davey, T.D., having attained mae limit, is 
retired (Mar. 11), and retains the rank of Maj. with 
permission to wear the prescribed uniform. 

Capt. W. F. Garside, having attained the age limit, is re- 

' tired (Mar. 11), and retains the rank of Capt. 


Personal. 


OBITUARY. 


Rosertson, W., m.R.c.v.8., Assit. Director Vety. Reserch 
Lab., Grahamstown, 8.A. 
Graduated : London, Dec. 1893. 
Died 1919. 


Owen Jones, Existing Practitioner, Llanrwst. 
Mr. Owen Isgoed Jones (the place-name, Isgoed, was 


‘an adopted one), was by profession a chemist, and never 


practised veterinary surgery. He was J.P. for Denbigh- 
shire, and had been a member of the C.C. for Denbigh 


(Dee. 14, 1919). 
ta 


}and Carnarvon. 


Whey 


sie. DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Rabies. 
Out- | Ani- Ont- | Ani- [> Bh 
Period. mals. reake| mais. | Ami- | Ons. Biangh 
Gri BRITAIN. 
Week ended Mar. 6 10 15 21 101 | 168 11 57 21 
— 
1919 3s | 4 145| 301] 14] 25 
Corresponding | | 4] i8 | 
1917 12 | 18. 2| 2) 76] 175) 22! 58 
Total. for, 10 weeks, 1920 | 8 93 | 119 so | 8| 1510| 2742] 203] 447 | 156 
aad 
( 1919 19} 2] 40 | 58 | 17 /1001 1 1] 1693 | 3468] 171] 200 69 
1918 | se | 77] | 24] 1597! 9960] 177] 142 | 49 
1917 139 | 166 an} 897 | 178] 294] | 


riftrmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
tit Bowed of Agriculture and Fisheries, Mar. 9, 1920 
Nor#:—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Exclnding outbreaks in army horses. 
i * As Diseased or Exposed to Infectien 


| | 
| 
| | 
| Lt.-Col. Gzorcr ALBERT OLIPHANT, A.V.D., of Park 
House, Woburn, Beds., left £5,996. 
Ratracts from London Gasette 
i 
| 
i t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 


